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Objectivity 
and Truth

• Cotton Op-Ed article and Margaret 
Sullivan critique
• Larger context: financial, emotional and 

health
• Standards and codes of ethics from big 

news organizations like AZPM, The 
Times and BBC
• How students are being trained.



Source: Snopes.com/Fact-check





James Bennet: 
Other controversies
Hires: Bret Stephens and Bari Weiss
Sarah Palin lawsuit: Inserted language 
into editorial about gun violence

Q’s about recusal 
during Presidential 
campaign of his 
brother, Senator 
Michael Bennet, 
D-Colorado



Philadelphia Inquirer
Los Angeles Times
The Washington Post
The Wall Street Journal
Bon Appetit
Variety



Young journalists, disciplined

Wesley Lowery
In lobby of Ferguson police station, after he spent a 
night in a holding cell in August 2014.                     
Photo credit: Ryan Reilly

Alexis Johnson
Photo Credit: Shantale
Davis/@ShanShoots2 via AP)

Her tweet



Vanishing 
Dailies





https://news.gallup.com/poll/1663/media-use-evaluation.aspx

https://news.gallup.com/poll/1663/media-use-evaluation.aspx


What the 
public wants: 

• Be neutral -- but investigate
• (Afflict the comfortable.)

• Be disengaged, aloof – but have an impact
• (Comfort the afflicted.) 

• Give us just the facts – but give context 
and interpretation
• (Tell me what it all means.)



Thomas 
Jefferson, 
then-
Minister 
to France

“…were it left to me to decide whether 
we should have a government without 
newspapers or newspapers without a 
government, I should not hesitate a 
moment to prefer the latter.”
-- Letter from Paris to Edward Carrington, Virginia 
delegate to Continental Congress, 1787





A.G. Sulzberger, publisher, 
The New York Times

“We’re not retreating from the 
principles of independence and 
objectivity.  We don’t pretend to be 
objective about things like human 
rights and racism.” 

Photo credit: Tony Cenicola/The New York Times 





Objectivity 
and 
Impartiality

In the end, the discipline
of verification is what
separates journalism
from entertainment,

propaganda, fiction or 
art.

-- Bill Kovach



From "The Elements 
of Journalism: 
What Newspeople
Should Know and 
the Public Should 
Expect”

1. Journalism’s first obligation is to the truth.
2. Its first loyalty is to citizens
3. Its essence is a discipline of verification.
4.  Its practitioners must maintain an independence from 
those they cover.
5.  It must serve as an independent monitor of power.
6.  It must provide a forum for public criticism and 
compromise.
7.  It must strive to make the significant interesting and 
relevant.
8.  It must keep the news comprehensive and 
proportional.
9.  Its practitioners must be allowed to exercise their 
personal conscience.
http://www.journalism.org/node/71

© Kovach, Bill and Tom Rosenstiel. 

http://www.journalism.org/node/71


Further 
Reading:

Ben Smith, “The Media Equation: Inside the Revolts 
Erupting in America’s Big Newsrooms,” The New York 
Times, June 7, 2020. https://nyti.ms/3cKkGp0
Mike Luo, “The Future of Democracy: How Can the Press 
Best Serve a Democratic Society?” The New Yorker, July 
11, 2020. https://tinyurl.com/ybsurs6e
Brent Cunningham, “Rethinking Objectivity,” Columbia 
Journalism Review, July/August 2003. 
https://archives.cjr.org/feature/rethinking_objectivity.php
American Press Institute, “The Lost Meaning of 
Objectivity” 
https://www.americanpressinstitute.org/journalism-
essentials/bias-objectivity/lost-meaning-objectivity/
Wesley Lowery, “A Reckoning Over Objectivity, Led by 
Black Journalists,” The New York Times, June 23, 2020. 
https://nyti.ms/319OucM

https://nyti.ms/3cKkGp0
https://tinyurl.com/ybsurs6e
https://archives.cjr.org/feature/rethinking_objectivity.php
https://www.americanpressinstitute.org/journalism-essentials/bias-objectivity/lost-meaning-objectivity/


Questions?


